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CONSTRUCTIVE STUDIES IN THE PROPHETIC ELEMENT 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



By William R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



V. THE BACKGROUND OF PROPHECY AND PROPHETISM IN THE NORTHERN 

kingdom. — Continued. 

§ 64. C. Sermonic Literature, coming from this period, 
which (1) describes the times, (2) is intended to meet the 
needs of the people, (3) grows out of the circumstances, 
historical and moral, of the particular period under con- 
sideration. 

1. An oracle concerning Moab. — This probably comes isa. 15:1— 16:11. 
from a prophet of Judah, older than Isaiah, 8 living when 
Jeroboam II. (2 Kings 14:25) subdued Moab, about 
775 B. C. The writer evidently sympathizes with the 
Moabites (15:5; 16:10, n). Isaiah himself perhaps in 
734 B. C, in connection with the incursion of Tiglath- 
pileser, or in 712 B. C, when Moab is intriguing with 
Egypt and Philistia, may have (a) reaffirmed its fulfil- 
ment (16:13, x 4)» an d at tne same time (b) have inserted 
16:4ft, 5. The discourse is somewhat fragmentary and 
obscure. Its most striking characteristic is the frequent 
use of paronomasia (sixteen cases). 

A great calamity is to befall Moab; her people will be 15:1-9. 
stricken with fear, and will flee in terror toward Edom. If 
now Moab would submit to the house of David in Jerusalem, 16 : 1-6. 
protection would be secured. But Moab is too proud to do 16:7-11. 
this; and therefore destruction is certain. "The prediction 16:13,14. 
of long ago," says the latter prophet, "will soon be fulfilled; 
in fact, within three years." 

s This is the more commonly accepted opinion; so, e. g., Hitzig (who ascribed the 
prophecy to Jonah, and was followed by Knobel, Maurer, Baur, Thenius, et al.), 
De Wette, Ewald, Umbreit, Reuss, Kuenen, Wellhausen (Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica, Vol. XVI, p. 535), W. R. Smith (Prophets of Israel, pp. 91 f., 392), Dillm-uoj, 
G. A. Smith, Driver (Introduction, etc., pp. 215 f.), Skinner. Others have held that 
this was a prophecy revealed to Isaiah early in his career, and that at the time of his 
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Amos, chaps. 7-9. 2. The visions oj Amos, wherein he sees the destruc- 
tion, which at first is delayed, but finally executed, prob- 
ably constituted his call to the work of the prophet. Com- 
pare the similar experiences of Hosea (chaps. 1-3), Isaiah 
(chap. 6), Jeremiah (chap. 1), Ezekiel (chap. 1). The 
prophet's definite statement, in poetical form, of the destruc- 
7:9; 7:14- tion of Jeroboam's house, and his denial that he is a member 

of a prophetic society, furnish the key to an understanding 
7: 10-13, 14-17. of the entire book. After the two pieces, in which is related 
his encounter with Amaziah, there follow two other visions, 
the first of which is entitled the vision oj the basket of ripe 
i-.i,ib. fruit, and is followed by an explanatory discourse empha- 

8:4-14- sizing the approaching catastrophe; the second, the vision 

9:1. of the broken altar, and is followed by a most passionate 

r ,2-Bi. description of the ruin which is at hand. 9 

1:3-5, 6-8. «3-i5- 3. The fate of the nations, with whom Israel has been 
2:1-3 brought into relationship, viz., Syria, Philistia, Ammon, 

Moab, 10 is destruction, because they have transgressed 
the universal laws of morality. Will not the same judg- 
2:6-8. ment come upon Israel, who has been guilty of the most 

2:9-12. cruel injustice and oppression, notwithstanding Yahweh's 

1 : 13-16- many efforts to build and strengthen her? A calamity is 

coming which none will escape. The climax in the enume- 
ration of countries is found in Israel. The same laws which 
apply to other nations must apply also to Israel. 

4. Amos' s great message, contained in his visions (chaps. 
7, 8, 9), serving as the subject of his introdu tory sermons, 
(chaps. 1,2 , is simply repeated again and again in his remain- 
3:1-8. ing sermons. These are (1) As everyone fears when the lion 

roars, so everyone ought to understand that destruction is 
3:9-4: 3- at hand when Yahweh has announced the fact ; (2) Samaria's 

doom has been decreed, viz., an adversary; nothing left; the 
altars destroyed; the women carried into captivity; (3) 

final utterance of it he received the further revelation of its fulfilment within three years; 
so, e. g., Delitzsch, Oreixi. Still others make it post-exilic; so, e. g., Schwaixy 
(Zeitschrift fur die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, Vol. VIII, pp. 207 ff.), Duhm, 
Cheyne (Introduction, etc.), Marti. 

sChap. 9 : 8^-15 must be assigned to a prophet living at a much later day than Amos. 

"°The statements concerning Tyre (1:9, 10), Edom (1:11, 12), Judah (2:4, 5) 
come probably from a later day. 
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Effort of every kind was put forth to bring Israel to her 4:4-13. 
senses, but she would not understand and return; (4) The 
virgin Israel will fall never again to rise up, because she s:«-6, 8, 9. 
would not seek Yahweh; 11 (5) Israel, because of her trans- 5:7,10-17- 
gressions, will come to grief; (6) Woe upon those who pray 5:18— «: 14. 
for Yahweh 's day; woe upon Samaria for her recklessness 
and indifference; Yahweh swears by himself that he will 
crush Israel, by sending against her a hostile nation. 

On the Book of Amos see : the commentaries of W. R. Harper 
{International Critical Commentary, in press); G. A. Smith {Ex- 
positor's Bible); Driver {Cambridge Bible); Mitchell, Orelli, 
Wellhatjsen, Nowack {Kleine Propheten); Marti {Dodekapro- 
pheton) ; and also W. R. Harper, " The Utterances of Amos Arranged 
Strophically," Biblical World, Vol. XII (1898), pp. 86-89, 179-82, 
251-56, 333-38; idem, The Structure 0} the Text oj the Book of Amos 
("Decennial Publications of the University of Chicago," 1904); 
Cheyne, art. "Amos," Encyclopedia Biblica; Valeton, Amos 
und Hosea; Davidson, Expositor, March and September, 1887; 
Taylor, art. "Amos," Hastings's Dictionary oj the Bible; Bau- 
mann, Der Aujbau der Amosreden; Lohr, Untersuchungen zum 
Buck Amos; Meinhold, Studien zur israelitischen Religionsgeschichte, 
Band I: Der heilige Rest, pp. 33-63; Seesemann, Israel und Juda 
bei Amos und Hosea; Riedel, Alttestamentliche Untersuchungen, 
Vol. I, pp. 19-36; Driver, art. "Amos," Smith's Dictionary of the 
Bible (2d ed.); idem, Introduction, etc., pp. 313-18. 

5. Hosea' s domestic experience furnishes both the intro- 
duction to the book and the prophet's call to be a prophet. 

He marries a wife, Gomer, who is strongly inclined to 1:4-9. 
harlotry at the time of marriage; this shows itself, later, in 
the birth of children in sin. She is put away. After awhile 
she is purchased as a slave and put in a place of retention 
"many days." Just so Israel has become a harlot, going 3:1-5. 
after other gods, and she must be punished, 12 that is, 4:4-5,8-14,13,17. 
deprived of all opportunity for worship and for self-govern- 
ment for "many days." 

6. Hosea's sermons, when properly restored, are found 
to be models of poetic and logical skill. In one after 
another he deals with the sins of his times, and endeavors, 
although ineffectually, to lead the people to a correct knowl- 

"Vss. 8, 9 are from a later prophet. 

"Chap. 2:6f., 14-16, 18-23; 1:1° — 2:1 are four separate and later voices 
describing Israel's return to Jehovah and his acceptance of her. 



204 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

4:1-19. edge of Jehovah: (1) Israel is led on in wickedness by the 

priests, who encourage the people in idolatry and adultery. 
Let Judah beware of Israel doomed to death. (2) Israel is 

5:1-14- led astray by priests ignorant of Jehovah and therefore 

faithless to him. Twofold punishment will come, frcm 
without, an invading army; from within, anarchy and cor- 
ses— 7:7- ruption. (3) Israel's blind and fitful repentance is not 
sufficient to remove the guilt which will one day be manifest 
to all; the situation i; one of iniquity, as is plainly seen in 
the assassinations that are taking place, the confusion and 

7:8-8:3. desperation on every side. (4) Israel, in seeking aid from 

foreign nations, has abandoned Jehovah, and will in turn be 

8 : 4-14. abandoned to destruction by him. (5) Israel's self-appointed 

kings and her stubborn idolatry are displeasing to Jehovah 

9:1-9- and will bring destruction. (6) She shall go into exile and 

be deprived of all her accustomed social and religious privi- 

9:10-17. leges. (7) Israel is corrupt; the life of old as well a^ young 

10: 1-8. is licentious. (8) Israel is wicked in proportion to her pros- 

perity; but an end is coming of all that she has falsely trusted. 

•0:9-15. (9) Israel's history is one of sin and guilt; the fruit of such 

seed is a sad harvest; viz., desolation, destruction, and 

»:'-»• death, even of the king. (10) But yet Israel is a child, and 

Jehovah his father, with all a father's love in spite of ingrati- 

n:ia— 12:14. tude and desertion, (n) The falsity and faithlessness of 
Israel from the very beginning must bring retribution and 

13:1-16. ruin. (12) Israel shall be utterly destroyed and condemned to 

m: 1-8. Sheol. (13) An exhortation to repentance and words of hope. 

On the Book of Hosea see: the commentaries by W. R. Harper 
{International Critical Commentary, in press) ; G. A. Smith {Exposi- 
tor's Bible); Cheyne {Cambridge Bible); Ewald, Hitzig, Oreixi, 
Wunsche, Simson, Wellhausen {Kleine Propheten); Nowack 
{Kleine Propheten); Marti {Dodekapropheton); Valeton {Amos und 
Hosea); and also W. R. Harper, "The Structure of Hosea," Ameri- 
can Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, Vol. XVII (1900), 
pp. 1-15, Vol. XX (1904), pp. 85-94; Oettli, Amos und Hosea (1901) ; 
Meinhold, Studien zur israelitischen Religionsgeschichte, Band I: 
Der heilige Rest, pp. 64-88; Seesemann, Israel und Juda bei Amos 
und Hosea nebst einem Excurs iiber Hos. 1-3; Riedel, Alttestament- 
liche Untersuchungen, Vol. I, pp. 1-18; Davidson, art. "Hosea," 
Hastings's Dictionary of the Bible; W. R. Smith and Marti, art. 
"Hosea," Encyclopedia Biblica; Driver, Introduction, etc., pp. 
301-7. 
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7. The call of Isaiah occurred about 740 B. C, the isa., chap. 6. 
story of this call was not made public before 730 B. C; its 

form and position show that it was intended to serve as an 
explanation and justification of the severe and terrible 
prophecies which precede it (viz., chaps. 2-5). The word- 
ing of the chapter shows that the prophet had been preaching 
several years before the publication of this call. It includes 
two parts: (1) A vision of the glory of the Holy One of 6:1-7. 
Israel; from this we learn Isaiah's conception of God; (2) 
The commission of the prophet, viz., to be a preacher to his 6:8-13. 
people, but without success, until the sin-stricken nation 
shall be purged by the devasta ion of an invader; the out- 
come of this period of purification will be a "holy seed," 
something indestructible. 

8. The ideal and the real, as they p esented themselves 
to Isaiah, about the year 735 B. C, when he was beginning 
his work as preacher, are described most vividly in chaps. 

2-4. 1) Israel's religion, in the future, will have the place isa. a:a-4. 
of pre-eminence among the world's nations and will bring 
universal peace; 13 but (2) this cannot be realized in the pres- 1:5-8. 
ent condition of luxury, infidelity, and idolatry; there must 
first come a judgment upon Palestine which will fall upon 
everything in which the nation has wrongly placed its 
dependence, whether (a) inanimate objects, which shall be 3:9-17. 
brought low, or (b) idols, which shall be destroyed, or (c) a:i8-ai. 
society, of which the entire collapse may be expected, or a:aa— 3:15- 
(d) women, whose luxurious tastes have brought ruin upon 3:16—4:1. 
themselves and their husbands — all must be purged; but 
after this punishment has been meted out 3) the ideal con- 4: ad- 
dition will be realized, the remnant will once more prosper; 
those who constitute the citizenship of Zion will be pure 
and holy — all this when the present filth of Zion has been 
purged. 14 

9. The parable of the vineyard and its fruit is one of isa., chap. 5. 
Isaiah's most characteristic sermons and was preached about 

735 B. C: (1) The prophet sings a song — he calls it a song 

^This passage, found likewise in Mic. 4: 1 ff., was probably placed here by a later 
prophet, to soften the very severe statements that follow. 

«4ln this passage 2:5, 20, 22; 3:10 f., 18-23, 2 S x -> 4 : St- are probably from a later 
prophet. 
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of love, in which he describes a vineyard (Israel), carefully 
prepared and planted with the choicest vines by its owner 

5:1-7. (Jehovah). This vineyard, expected to produce grapes, 

yields only wild ones, nothing more than would have grown 
without care and without protection. What will follow? 
Utter destruction of the vineyard by its owner. But (2) of 

5:8-10, 11-17, 18, what kind of sinners is Israel made up? (a) Avaricious 

19, 20, ai, aa, 33. * 

monopolists; (i) dissolute debauchees; (c) presumptuous 
fools; (d) perverters of truth; (e) self-conceited skeptics; (/) 
5 u- corrupt officials. (3) These will all be destroyed in Jehovah's 

indignation. 

10. The collapse of Israel is described in a poetic utter- 
ance found in 9:8 — 10:4 with 5:25-29 as a conclusion. 
The feature of the poem is its refrain which is repeated at 

9:8-"- the close of each stanza: (1) Foreign foes will inflict irrepar- 

9: i3-'7- able injury; but without avail. (2) Merciless p stilence will 

9:18-31. bring indescribable suffering. (3) Internal strife will intro- 

10:1-4. duce ruin and disaster. (4) Death or captivity is awaiting 

one and all of them. But none of these afflictions has 
brought Israel to her senses she continues as before, and 
Jehovah's hand is still outstretched. Therefore, now, (5) 
5:16-30. they shall be given over to the worst of enemies; an army 

marching swiftly, with perfect outfit, ready for action, invin- 
cible, shall come and take them away. 15 

11. The Syro-Ephraimitish war (735-734 B. C.) fur- 
nished the occasion for some of Isaiah's most interesting 

7:1. work: (1) Israel and Syria propose to force Judah into a 

7: a. triple alliance against the aggression of Assyria. (2) Judah 

7:3-9. and Jerusalem are in great distress. (3) Ahaz, who is 

inclined to join hands with Assyria, is told by Isaiah that 

he need not fear; the doom of Israel and Syria is at hand; 

they cannot injure Judah. (4) Because Ahaz is skeptical, 
7:10-17. Isaiah gives a sign — the child {God-is -with-us), and declares 

that before this child is old enough to distinguish good from 

evil, Israel and Syria will be forsaken, and Judah, likewise, will 
7:18-35. be called to suffer. (5) A great devastation will come upon 

Judah, because of the conflict between Assyria and Egypt, and 
8:1-8. the land will become a ruin. (6) Yes, let the people know 

that Israel and Syria will be laid waste before Maher-shalal- 
■sThe position of 10: 1-4 is not satisfactory logically. See Mitchell, p. 222. 
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hash-baz, the prophet's son born a little later, is two years 
old; and this calamity to the nation in the north will include 
also Judah in the south. (7) In these days of disaster let not 8:11-15. 
the lack of faith of the people find a place in the heart of the 
prophet or his disciples; Jehovah is the only source of help. 
(8) In these days of darkness, men must not resort to the 8.16-aa. 
dead, but to the "direction and the admonition." (9) But 9-»-7- 
a day of brightness is coming in which the most northern 
tribes (just carried into captivity) will have first share. 
Instead of darkness there will be light; instead of grief, joy; 
for the tribes, taken into captivity, will throw off the yoke, 
for Assyria's armies will have been destroyed. The instru- 
ment of deliverance will be the child, the Prince of Peace, 
through whom justice and peace will endure forever. 

12. The jail oj Damascus and oj Samaria are treated 
likewise in two short pieces: (1.) The oracle on Damascus: 17:1-11. 
(a) Damascus and Ephraim will soon perish; but (b) a 
remnant will escape that will be faithful to Jehovah; (c) 
Ephraim falls because she has forsaken Jehovah and adopted 
foreign cults. (2) Samaria in all her haughtiness is doomed »8:i-6. 
to destruction at Jehovah's hand. 

On the Book of Isaiah see especially: the commentaries of 
Deliizsch, Ewald, G. A. Smith (Expositor's Bible); Skinner 
(Cambridge Bible); Cheyne, Orelli, Duhm, Marti, Dillmann, 
Kittel, Mitchell, and also Cheyne, Introduction to the Prophecies 
oj Isaiah; Driver, Isaiah, His Life and Times ("Men of the Bible 
Series"); G. A. Smith, art. "Isaiah," Hastings's Dictionary oj the 
Bible; Cheyne, art. "Isaiah," Encyclopedia Biblica; C. H. H. 
Wright, art. "Isaiah," Smith's Dictionary oj the Bible (2d ed.). 

13. Micah, a co-worker of Isaiah, brought up in a 
country home (1:1, 14), and speaking from the point of 
view of the masses, rather than that of the upper classes, 
begins his work before 722 B. C. (1:6). Unlike Isaiah he 
has little or no interest in the political situation. 16 The 
essence of his ut erance is rebuke and denunciation: (1) 
Jehovah is coming with judgment against Samaria and 1:1-7; 
Jerusalem because of the wickedness which h seen in the 
cities, especially Samaria; but the judgment will come also 1:8-15. 
upon Jerusalem and upon the country in which the proph- 
et's own home lies. (2) The sin consists in the outrageous 4:1-5. 

l6 Only chaps. 1; 2: 1-11 and 3: 1-12 may be assigned to Micah. 
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conduct of those in power, who rob their poorer neighbors 

that they may become richer. Just so they in turn will be 

robbed by foreign invaders. Notwithstanding their remon- 

» : 6-10. strance, they shall be carried away, because they plunder my 

a : ". people. (3) The kind of a prophet Israel desires is one who 

speaks false things. (4) The ruling classes are ravenous 

savages; the softly speaking prophets shall be confounded, 

3:1-4,5-8,9-12. the prophet's own work shall stand; the national sins are 

grievous; Zion shall be plowed as a field. 

On the Book of Micah see especially the commentaries by Cheyne 
{Cambridge Bible), G. A. Smith {Expositor's Bible), Nowack {Kleine 
Propketen), Wellhausen {Kleine Propheten), Marti {Dodeka- 
propheton), Elhoest, Ewald, Hitzio, Orelli, and also Driver, 
Introduction to the Literature oj the Old Testament, pp. 325-34; 
Ryssel, Untersuchungen iiber die Textgestalt und die Echtheit des 
Buches Micha (1887); W . R. Smith and T. K. Cheyne, art. "Micah," 
Encyclopaedia Biblica; Stade, " Bemerkungen iiber das Buch Micha," 
Zeitschrijt fur die alttestamentliche Wissenschajt, Vol. I, pp. 161-71 ; 
III, 1-16; IV, 291-97; Nowack, art. "Micah," Hastings's Diction- 
ary of the Bible. 

§ 65. Constructive Studies. — In the case of each piece or group of pieces 
cited in §64, 1-13, consider (1) the characteristics of style which it presents; 
(2) its strophic structure and poetical form; (3) any external features or 
historical allusions which show its relationship to the times to which it is 
assigned. 

§ 66. Additions and Insertions have been made in the 
prophetic writings by writers of a later date than the original 
author. This fact is now generally acknowledged, although 
there is not always entire agreement as to particular passages 
which may be called late. These insertions and additions 
are of several kinds : 

1. Sometimes a single verse or phrase is introduced by 

way of explanation, or for the purpose of adding a new fact 

of history bearing upon the preceding passage. This may 

be the work (a) of someone who has placed on the margin of 

isa. a:ao; 3:1*; the MS. a phrase which later finds its way into the text 

^tTng o/"as S - itself; the reader or writer, by this addition, interprets, as it 

aoTsTs'. '* ' were, the prophecy or expands it, or brings it up to date; 

isa. a : 5 ; 7:8*; or (b) of the editor of the collection who makes such an inser- 

9 '' A tion to enable him to fit together two more passages not 

closely connected. 
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2. Sometimes the addition or insertion consists of a com- 
plete or partially complete discourse, introduced by an isa. 5:15, 16. 
editor because it is (a) similar to the original passage, or (b) isa. 2: 2-4. 
in contrast with it, or (c) needed in view of later information 
or doctrinal idea, to make it more complete from the editor's isa.3:iof., 18-23, 
point of view, or (<£) serves as an introduction. The principal 9 : 1 ('exl' first 
additions to Isaiah's discourses (delivered before 722 B.C.) are isa. iT^;'a:i. 
given above. The following are the more important passages 
recognized as late in Amos, Hosea,and Micah, chaps. 1-13. 

a) Amos 1:1; 1:2; 1:9 f.; 1:11 f.; 2:4 f.; 4:76, 8a; 
4:13; 5:8 f.; 6:2; 6:9-11(1; 8:6; 9:6 f.; 9:8c-iS- 

b) Hoseai:i; 1:7; 1:10 — 2:1; 2:6f. ; 2:14-16; 2:18- 
23; 3:5; 6:11; &:ib, 10, 14; 9:9; 10:3 f., 11b, 14b; n:Sb, 
ga, 10b, n, 12b; 12:36-6, 12, 13; 14:6, 7, 9. 

c) Micah 2:12 f. 

§ 67. Constructive Study. — Take up some of the passages (see above) 
supposed to be late, and (1) ascertain the grounds on which the assignment 
to a later date is alleged to rest; (2) determine the purpose sought to be 
gained by the later writer, or editor, in making the addition. 

§ 68. Later Literary Sources furnishing information 
concerning this period, and aiding toward a better under- 
standing of (1) the institutions, (2) the movements, (3) the 
utterances of the principal characters are to be found as 
follows: 

1. Later traditions in Kings, e. g., the story of Reho- 1 Kings 12:20-24; 
boam's purpose to recover Northern Israel by force of 14:1-18; 2 Kings 
arms; the story of the prophet's denunciation of the altar 29; * i'sii-a'I; 
at Bethel; the prophecy of Ahijah concerning Jeroboam's * ""' 

son Abijah; the sending of the companies of troops to seize 
Elijah; the account of the reigns of Jeroboam II. of Israel 
and Azariah of Judah; the explanation of the fall of Samaria. 

2. Later traditions in Chronicles, consisting in large 2 Cnron. 14:9-15; 
part of (a) earlier materials worked over by the Chronicler 20.' ' 3 °' 

(e. g., the accounts of Asa's victory over the Cushites, Jehosh- 
aphat's victory over Moab and Ammon, and the infliction 
of leprosy upon Uzziah), and to a much less extent of the 
original contribution of the Chronicler himself, consisting 
chiefly of editorial modifications, and the general handling 
of the material in such a way as to make it represent the 
Chronicler's own point of view. 17 

" For analyses of the sources of Chronicles see the literature cited in § 45, n. 3. 
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§ 69. Constructive Study. — It is important to make use of these later 
traditions, and to this end it is suggested that, in the case of the sources 
indicated in § 68, the student — 

1. Secure from some authority the actual Scripture material which 
scholars are accustomed to regard as included in each. 

2. Consider the various points which are thought to be characteristic 
of them. 

3. Study closely the times in which they are claimed to have had their 
origin, and the important ideas of those times. 

4. Note the "traditions" given concerning the period which forms the 
basis of this study, and distinguish the sympathies and antipathies which 
have been transferred from the later period. 

5. Sum up briefly the essential events and ideas which, after due allow- 
ance has been made for such transference, may fairly be regarded as belong- 
ing to the period under consideration. 

§ 70. The Monumental Sources illustrating the period 933-722 B. C. 
are very abundant. They may be grouped as follows: 

1. Egyptian. — A bas-relief on the southern wall of the temple of Amen 
at Karnak representing Shishak as subduing his enemies, and giving the 
names of several cities in Israel and Judah conquered by him upon his raid 
in the days of Rehoboam (1 Kings 14:25-28). 

On this inscription and the bearings of Egypt on Israelitish affairs see: Driver, 
in Hogarth's Authority and Archeology, pp. 87 f.; Price, The Monuments and the 
Old Testament, pp. 140-42; Paton, Early History of Syria and Palestine, pp. 192 f. 

2. Assyrian. — (a) The Monolith inscription of Shalmaneser II. con- 
taining his account of the battle of Karkar (854 B. C), and mentioning 
Ahab of Israel as one of the allied kings arrayed against him and defeated. 
(b) The black obelisk of Shalmaneser II. representing " Jehu son of Omri" as 
prostrating himself before Shalmaneser and bringing him tribute, (c) The 
tribute of Jehu is mentioned also by Shalmaneser II. in an inscription on a 
paving-stone from Calah. (d) Adad-Nirari III. (812-783 B. C.) includes 
"the land of Omri" in the list of countries subjugated in one of his cam- 
paigns, (e) A comparison of the statement of the Babylonian chronicle 
concerning this period, with a corresponding statement of a list of the Baby- 
lonian dynasties establishes the identity of the biblical Pul (2 Kings 15 : 19) 
with Tiglath-pileser III. (/) Tiglath-pileser III. mentions Menahem as 
paying tribute in 738 B. C, and names "Azriyahu of Ya'udi" as having 
joined forces with Hamath against him and having been repulsed. Until 
within recent years Azriyahu was supposed to be Azariah or Uzziah, king 
of Judah, but it seems more probable that a king of a region in Northern 
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Syria is here alluded to. Tiglath-pileser further describes the expedition 
against Damascus and Northern Israel made in response to the request of 
Ahaz of Judah and states that he slew Pekah and appointed Hoshea as 
king of Israel (2 Kings 16:7 ff.). Tiglath-pileser in an inscription from 
the year 728 B. C. includes Ahaz of Judah among his tributaries, (g) Sar- 
gon, the successor of Shalmaneser IV. who began the siege of Samaria, 
tells of his capture of the city and the deportation of its inhabitants, and in 
three different passages of his inscriptions speaks of having settled various 
peoples in Samaria (2 Kings, chap. 17). 

For the Assyrian inscriptions and the significance of Assyria, in- this period see 
especially: R. F. Harper, Assyrian and Babylonian Literature, pp. 33-64; Driver, in 
Hogarth's Authority and Archceology, pp. 92-102; Price, The Monuments and the 
Old Testament, pp. 148-75; Ball, Light jrom the East, pp. 158-80; Winckler und 
Zimmern, Die Keilinschrijten und das Alte Testament (3d ed., 1902), pp. 41-66, 171-75, 
240-70; G. S. Goodspeed, A History of the Babylonians and Assyrians (1902), pp. 
187-247; McCurdy, History, Prophecy, and the Monuments, Vol. I (1895), pp. 261-401 ; 
Paton, Early History 0} Syria and Palestine (1901), pp. 199-245; Rogers, A History 
oj Babylonia and Assyria, Vol. II (1900), pp. 72-157; Hommel, art. "Assyria," 
Hastings's Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. I, pp. 184-87; L. W. King, art. "Assyria," 
Encyclopedia Biblica, Vol.1, cols. 370 f.; T. G. Pinches, art. "Tiglath-pileser," 
ibid., Vol. IV; C. H. W. Johns, art. " Shalmaneser," ibid., Vol. IV. 

3. Moabite. — The inscription of Mesha, king of Moab, discovered at 
Dibon in 1868, and containing an account in Mesha's own words of the 
revolt of Moab from Israel mentioned in 2 Kings 3:4, 5. 

On the inscription of Mesha see especially: Driver, Notes on the Hebrew Text of 
the Books of Samuel, pp. lxxxv-xciv; Driver, art. "Mesha," Encylopadia Biblica; 
Bennett, art. "Moab," Hastings's Dictionary of the Bible; Ball, Light from the East, 
p. 240; Price, The Monuments and the Old Testament, pp. 142-47; Stade, Geschichte 
des Volkes Israel, Vol. I, pp. 532-36; Lidzbarski, Handbuch der nordsemitischen 
Epigraphik, pp. 415 f.; G. A. Cooke, A Text-Book of North Semitic Inscriptions (1903), 
pp. 1-14. 

4. Aramaic. — The inscriptions from Zinjirli dating from the eighth 
century B. C. furnish many illustrations of the religious and political life 
of Northern Syria at this time, and show the dominance of Assyria in the 
whole of Western Asia. 

On the Zinjirli inscriptions see: G. A. Cooke, A Text-Book of North Semitic 
Inscriptions, pp. 159-85; Lidzbarski, Handbuch der nordsemitischen Epigraphik, 
pp. 440-44; Ausgrabungen in Sendschirli, ausgefiihrt und herausgegeben im Auftrage 
des Orient-Comite's zu Berlin (1893), Parts I, III, pp. 44-54, IV, pp. 55-84; D. H. 
Muller, "Die altsemitischen Inschriften von Sendschirli," Wiener Zeitschrift fur die 
Kunde des Morgenlandes, Vol. VII (1893), pp. 33-70, 113-140. 

§ 71. Constructive Study. — Prepare a brief statement upon the essen- 
tial facts in the life and history of Egypt, Assyria, Moab, and Syria during 
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this period, with special reference to their bearing upon the life and thought 
of Israel. 

§ 72. Allusions to the Institutions found in the writings of the period 
throw light upon the non-prophetic and likewise the prophetic religious 
thought of the times. The chief material of this kind is as follows: 

1. The Priest: Exod. 20:6; 1 Kings 18:19-40; Hos. 4:6-9; 5:1; 6:9; 
Amos 7:10-17; Mic. 3:11; Isa. 28:7; Deut. 33:8-11. 

2. The Place of Worship: Exod. 20:245.; 1 Kings 2:28-30; 3:4; 
6: 1-38; 18:30-38; Amos 2:8; 3: 14; 4:4; 5:5; 7: 9, 13; 8: 14; 9:1; Hos. 4:13, 
15; 8:1; 9:4, 8, 15; 10:8; 12:11; Isa. 1:12; 6:1, 4; Mic. 3:12. 

3. Sacrifice: Exod. 20:24; 23:18; 24:5; 34:25; 1 Kings 3:4; 12:26-33; 
Isa. 1:11-13; Hos. 3:454:13, 19; 6:6; 8:13; 9:4; 11:2; 13:2; 1 Kings8:s; 
18:30-38; 12:26-33; Deut. 27:66, 7; Amos 4:4 f.; 5:22-25. 

4. Feasts: Exod. 34:18-25; 23:14-17; 1 Kings 8: 2, 65 f.; 12:32 f.; 9:25; 
2 Kings4:23; Amos 5:21; 8:10; Hos. 2:11; 5:7; 9:5; 12:9; Isa. 1:13 f. 

5. The Sabbath: Exod. 20:8-11; 23:10-12; 34:21; 21:2-11; 2 Kings 
4:23; 11:5, 7, 9; Amos 8:5; Hos. 2:11; Isa. 1:13. 

6. The Clean and Unclean: Exod. 23:196; 34:266; 22:31; 2 Kings 
5:10-14; Isa. 6:5; Amos 7:17; Hos. 9:3; Isa. 1:16; 6:5. 

7. Prayer: Gen. 18:22 f.; 19:18-22; 20:7, 17; 24:12-14; 25:21; 30:6, 
i7,22;32:9-i2-,35:3;Exod.3:7,9;5:22f.;8:8, 12, 29 ft". 59:28 ff.; 10:17 ff.; 
14:10, 15; 15:25; 17:4, 8-15; 32:11-14, 30-32; 33:7-11; 34:9; Numb. 
io:35f.; 11:1-3, I °~ I S> l8 i I2:I 35 I4:i3 -I 9; 2I: 7'> 23:10; Josh. 7:6-9; 
10:12-14; 24:7; 1 Kings 3:6-9; 18:24-40; 2 Kings 4:33; 6:17-20. 

8. The Vow: Gen. 14:21 ff.; 28:20 ff.; 31:13; Numb. 21:1-3. 

9. Blessings and Cursings: Gen. 3:14, 1754: n 59:25 f.; 12:3; 27:27-29, 
35>39 f -; 48:151.; 49:1-27; Exod. 12:32; 21:17; 23:21,25-31; Numb. 
22:6; 24:9; Deut. 33:1-29. 

10. The Ban: Exod. 22:19; Numb. 21:2; Josh. 8:26. 

11. The Oath: Gen. 14:22; 15:8-11, 17 f.; 21:22-24; 22:15; 24:1-3, 
27; 2 5 : 33; 26:3, 26-31; 31:53; 42:15; 47:29; 50:25; Exod. 13:19; Josh. 
2:12-14, 20; 6:26; 1 Kings 1:13, 17, 30, 51 f.; 2:23^, 36-46. 

12. The Fast: Exod. 34:28; 24:18; 1 Kings 21:9, 12, 27. 

13. Use of Oracles, Urim and Thummim, Ephod, Lot, etc.: Gen. 
24:12-14; 25:22 f.; Numb. 24:3, 15; Deut. 33:8; Josh. 16:1; 17:14, 17; 2 
Kings 8:7 s.; Amos 2:11, 16; Hos. 3:4; Isa. 15:1; 17:14; Mic. 2:5. 

14. Magic, Divination, etc.: Gen. 44:5, 15; Exod. 22:17^ ; Numb. 
22:7; 23:23; 2 Kings 9:22; Isa. 2:6; Mic. 3 : 6 f . , 11. 

15. Mourning Customs: Gen. 37:34 f.; 1 Kings 21:27; 2 o:3if.; Amos 
1:16; 8:10; Isa. 3:24; Mic. 1:8, 16. 
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16. Circumcision: Exod. 4:24ft'.; Josh. 5:21., 9. 

§ 73. Constructive Study. — Upon the basis of the material indicated 
in § 72 formulate a general statement which will characterize the religious 
sentiment of the times as reflected in its institutions in respect to — 

1. Its purity from superstition. 

2. Its stage of advancement. 

3. Its simplicity or complexity. 

4. Its adaptation to agricultural life. 

5. The presence of elements approved or disapproved by the contem- 
porary or later prophets. 

6. The presence of elements common to other Semitic religions. 

7. The presence of elements peculiar to the Hebrew religion. 

8. The relative importance of the religious and moral elements. 
§ 74. Make a Rapid Survey of the Great Characters and 

Events of the period, with a view of determining in each 
case their significance as relating to the general religious 
thought of the times, or to the more specific form of thought 
represented by the prophets, viz. : 

1. The revolt of the ten tribes, with the part played in 1 Kings n: 16-40; 
this revolt by the prophets. 

2. The organization of Northern Israel by Jeroboam 1 Kings 12: 35- 
I., with the opportunity thus offered for the growth of 4 ' a ° 
prophecy. 

3. The nvasion o Shishak its significance to both 14:35! 
Israel and Judah. 

4. The civil wars of Israel and Judah, their occasion, 13:21-24; 14:30; 
together with the gains and losses incurred therein. 

5. The revival in Judah under Asa; its form, character, 15:9-34. 
and results for the future. 

6. The work of Omri and his dynasty; its recognition 16:15-34, etc. 
in the Assyrian records; and religious significance. 

7. Affiliation with Phoenicia; its occasion; its relation- 16:31. 
ship to the old Canaanitish regime. 

8. The work of Elijah; its significance for later pro- 17:1-19:31. 
phetic work. 

9. Relations with Syria, that is, Damascus; their bear- 14:18; 30:1-34; 

33 : 1 ff. 

ing upon the historical development of this period. 

10. The beginning of relations with Assyria (the battle 3 Kings 16:71 
of Karkar) ; its meaning for the future. 

n. Relations with Moab, and Moab's revolt. 1:1. 
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i Kings 16:9 h. 12. Relations between Syria and Assyria, and their 

meaning from Israel's point of view. 

1 Kings 18: 19 ff. 13 The growing strength of Baalism under Omri's 

dynasty, 
a Kings 9:1— 10: 14. The accession of Jehu's dynasty, with the pro- 

36 

phetic purpose sought to be gained through it. 

2 Kings 13.3-7, 15. Relations of Israel, Damascus, and Assyria in the 

times of Jehu's dynasty. 

a: 1-8:15- 16. The work of Elisha, its political, as well as its 

religious meaning. 

17. The sons of the prophets, their earlier and their 
later position in prophecy. 

2 Kings 14: 23-39; 18. The reigns of Jeroboam II. and Uzziah, as repre- 
senting the highest political and commercial development 
reached by Israel and Judah. 

19. Amos and his work; its antecedents and its results. 

20. Hosea and his work, in relation to Amos, 
isa. chaps. 2-5, 6, 21. Isaiah's early work in Judah. 

Mic. i : 1—3 : ". 22. Micah and his work. 

2 Kings 16:1-20; 23. The Syro-Ephraimitish war, its purpose and its 
Isa. cbaps. 7, 8. . 

issue. 

24. The capture of Damascus by Tiglath-pileser. 

25. The attitude of Egypt in the days o the Northern 
Kingdom. 

26. The Palestinian revolt against Assyria, its occasion 
and the outcome. 

2 Kings, clap. 17. 27. The capture of Samaria by Sargon, its meaning in 
the development of Israelitish religion and thought. 

On the history of this period see: Ewald, History of Israel, Vol. IV, pp. 1-200; 
Wellhatjsen, Prolegomena to the History of Israel, pp. 457-77; Kittel, History of 
the Hebrews, Vol. II, pp. 205-311; Kent, A History of the Hebrew People, Vol. I, pp. 
3-45, 98-104; Guthe, art. "Israel" §§ 28-32, Encylopcedia Biblica; F. H. Woods, art. 
"Kingdom of Israel," Hastings's Dictionary of the Bible; Ottley, A Short History 
of the Jews to the Roman Period, pp. 158-92; Wade, Old Testament History, pp. 312-64; 
H. P. Smith, Old Testament History, pp. 177-237; Stade, Geschichte des Volkes Israel, 
Vol. I, pp. 344-57, 519-602; Guthe, Geschichte des Volkes Israel, pp. 129-94; Winck- 
ler, Geschichte Israels in Einzeldarstellungen, Teil, I, pp 133-55, I60-7 1 - 

§ 75. Constructive Study. — Consider the general religious progress 
indicated by these events and movements, and formulate the same pro- 
visionally under the heads given below. This provisional statement will 
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be used later in securing a still more accurate expression of the thought of 
the period. 

1. The nation's conception of Jehovah. 

2. The existence of other gods than Jehovah. 

3. Faith in Jehovah's power to deliver. 

4. Development of methods of worship. 

5. Israel's attitude toward other peoples. 

6. Israel's conception of its own future. 

7. Current opinion as to the rewards of righteousness. 

8. Current opinion as to the consequence of sin. 

9. The standard of conduct in higher and lower classes. 

10. The general state of religion. 

11. Means of religious propaganda. 

12. The Northern Kingdom, in contrast with the Southern, from a reli- 
gious point of view. 

§ 76. The Historical Background of this period is before us, including, 
as it does, (1) the literary activity of the times, (2) the institutional history, 
(3) the contemporaneous history, (4) the great lives and movements inside 
the nation itself. Our next task is to ask and, as definitely as possible, to 
answer these questions: What was the actual product of prophetic activity 
in this historical period ? What general and particular results were achieved 
by the prophets in connection with this historical epoch ? What new truth 
was contributed by them? What old truth received new emphasis, and 
took on new expression ? In brief, what did the world of thought possess 
at the end of this period which it would not have possessed if in the history 
of Northern Israel there had been no prophets ? 



